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museum may assist in bringing it into being by invoking the 
support of his local editor and his county's representatives in 
the state legislature for the project. 

THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin is an associa- 
tion for cultural and patriotic development, founded by our 
forefathers in the days of Wisconsin's infancy. For two 
generations the state, as represented in the legislature, has 
supported the Society with ever-increasing liberality, until 
now its repute as a leader among American historical organi- 
zations far transcends the boundaries of the nation. From 
far and wide workers resort to its library, while its publica- 
tions, found in scores of libraries throughout the land, con- 
stantly advertise to uncounted thousands the fame of Wis- 
consin and the pride her citizens take in the history of the 
commonwealth. 

Notwithstanding this generous community support of 
the Society (perhaps because of it) comparatively few citi- 
zens of the state manifest a sense of individual concern for 
its welfare. Thus, notwithstanding its record of two genera- 
tions of conspicuously creditable service, outside the city of 
Madison no one has ever added any appreciable svim to the 
permanent funds of the Society, and it is doubtful whether 
the total amoimt given for this purpose has averaged one 
thousand dollars a year during the period of the Society's 
existence. Again, with a prosperous population of two and 
a half million, only a few hundred Badger citizens maintain 
membership in the Historical Society — ^this despite the fact 
that the dues are notably modest and the publications issued 
to members excel in quantity and probably equal in quality 
the output of any similar organization in America. Many 
reasons contributory to this state of affairs might be found. 
Our present interest, however, lies in the contrary direction. 
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By the fact of membership itself our present members testify 
their belief that it is worth their while to belong to the 
Society. Since the Society's influence is spread by its mem- 
bers, the advantage to it of a larger body of supporters is 
obvious. With a view to further extending the membership, 
and therewith the influence, of the Society, at the recent 
annual meeting a special membership committee was ap- 
pointed with Mr. J. H. A. Lacher of Waukesha, a veteran 
enthusiast in the local historical field, as chairman. This 
committee is now seeking to enUst the cooperation of the 
Society's members in a special drive for new members which 
it is prosecuting. We desire to urge upon our readers that 
they respond to this appeal. Pass along to your friends the 
information you have acquired that membership in the His- 
torical Society is worth while. Read the standing invitation 
on the inside front cover of this Magazine and, having read 
it, commend it to the attention of those of your friends who 
are proud of Wisconsin and interested in her history. In this 
connection we take the liberty of quoting from a letter which 
came to hand a few hours since : 

A friend in Detroit has sent me the September, 1918 number of the 
Wisconsin Magazine of History. It is like a letter from home. From 
'45 to '67 Wisconsin was my home, ten years in Rock County, and ten 
years in Green Lake and Fond du Lac counties. I was especially inter- 
ested in the article of Mrs. Lathrop E. Smith, having known her husband 
for nearly sixty years in Wisconsin and Iowa, and Stanley E. Lathrop 
at Beloit, and in Co. B, Fortieth Wisconsin. * * * 

Enclosed find four dollars for annual membership in your Society, 
for which please send me the Wisconsin Magazine of History begin- 
ning with the [first] number. 

May the Magazine be made to serve as "a letter from 
home" to many another expatriated Badger. 



